THE   BEGINNINGS   OF   THE   MIDDLE   AGES

Lotus, so far from seeking to facilitate profit, condemned it as
unlawful (turpe lucrum).

But all such intervention disappeared in the anarchy of the
feudal system, above which still hovered the mirage of the Christian
.Empire. The Middle Ages had arrived.

2. Political Organization

Many historians regard what they call the Prankish epoch as
constituting an unbroken whole, so that they describe the Caro-
lingian period as the continuation and development of the
Merovingian. But in this they are obviously mistaken, and for
several reasons.

ist. The Merovingian period belongs to a milieu entirely different
from that of the Carolingian period. In the 6th and 7th centuries
there was still a Mediterranean with which the Merovingians
were constantly in touch, and the Imperial tradition still survived
in many domains of life.

2nd. The Germanic influence, confined to the vicinity of the
Northern frontier, was very feeble, and made itself felt only in
certain branches of the law and of procedure.

3rd. Between the more glorious Merovingian period, which
lasted until nearly the middle of the 7th century, and the Caro-
lingian period, there was a full century of turbid decadence, in the
course of which many of the features of the ancient civilizations
disappeared, while others were further elaborated; and it was in
this decadence that the Carolingian period had its origin. The
ancestors of the Carolingians were not Merovingian kings, but
the mayors of the palace. Charlemagne was not in any sense the
successor of Dagobert, but of Charles Mattel and Pippin.

4th. We must not be confused by the identity of the name
regnum Francorum. The new kingdom stretched as far as the Elbe
and included part of Italy. It contained almost as many Germanic
as Romanic populations.

5th. Lastly, its relations with the Church were completely
modified. The Merovingian State, liKe the Roman Empire,
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